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PHIL BARNETT reports on District 1

District 1: PHIL BARNETT
The Beaux Stratagem Truro A. O. & D. S. Cold Comfort Farm St. Just A. O. S.
Pied Piper Young Generation

THE BEAUX STRATAGEM  Truro Amateur Operatic & Dramatic Society
Redannick Theatre

Director: Guy Hanson  Assistant Director: Oriel Bennett 3rd April 2008

Firstly, congratulations to the director and his assistant director who had obviously thought about the little
things in this production as well as the bigger picture. There were lots of little period touches that make all the
difference; such as the way the characters sat and the way they held their walking sticks. I thought all the
principals carried off their roles with great aplomb and most of the time were word perfect with just a couple of
slips here and there, although with so many lines to learn I thought they all did brilliantly. My only criticism
was that some of the characters, whilst having good characterisation, were occasionally one dimensional and
not as funny, sad or real as they could have been. By this I mean that they did not always go through the ups
and downs and changes of excitement and sadness etc. that we all experience in everyday life and so some of
the actors were a bit "samey" all night. Having said that, the style of the piece makes that difficult to achieve.
This is a small criticism is meant to be constructive as there were lots of really good performances. The pace
was excellent throughout the evening. Costumes were rich in style and colour and enhanced the production as
did the very simple setting. Congratulations to the directing team for having the courage to let the cast's acting
abilities carry the play. The stage crew were really unobtrusive and changed the set very efficiently and were
just as professional as the actors. This play was not an easy one to do so congratulations to everyone involved
for having the courage to perform something out of the ordinary.

COLD COMFORT FARM  St. Just Amateur Operatic Society Cape Cornwall School
Director: Gareth Clarke 5™ April 2008

Well done to the society for pulling together and putting on this production after having problems with the
musical they had originally chosen to perform. The audience were in fits of laughter as each of the local
actors came on stage as the various characters in the play. Apart from a couple of prompts everyone coped
well with their parts although Amy Peters as Flora stood out both in her characterisation and her understanding
of the piece. We were treated to a host of eccentric characters, each, as was stated in the programme, dirty,
grubby and invariably impolite. The set was excellent, well thought out and nicely constructed. The bed was
really well done too. The business with the clocks proved entertaining and was executed well. I look forward
to seeing fut.

THE PIED PIPER Young Generation
Director: Kath Frankland — Choreographer: Trenton Spear Musical Director: Sue Whitmore

5-9" August 2008
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Rachel Saundry reports:-

A cast of 30 ranging from 10 - 20 years of age presented the audience with a traditional and modern take on
this well known story. The costumes, props, lighting and scenery were well thought out. The cast as rats
changing into the town children was slick and effective. The use of scaffolding as a rat cage was very effective,
especially the ladder and shoot and the huge water bottle on the side complete with a tube for the rats to drink
out of. The introduction into certain songs with the choreographed foot stomping, hand clapping, banging of
items and yawning noises to make a tune was very theatrical and worked well. All singing numbers sounded
great, the choice of soloists were a compliment to the company musical numbers. I particularly enjoyed the
singing and dancing to Make A Whole Lot of Noise. This story had a nice balance of comedy and moral
messages. I did laugh out loud at the rats' ballet! All principal cast members projected clearly to the audience
and I was impressed with the standard of acting and their ability to keep in character. There was one off putting
principal character that had obviously seen a person they knew in the audience and at one point during the
performance, this character spent their time speaking and singing to this audience member instead of
addressing the whole audience. It was very frustrating to watch. I should like to mention how much I enjoyed
the Lame Boy's speech that summed up the moral of this story at the near end of this performance. It was
delivered with just enough emotion to make one think and take the message to heart, he really did deliver his
lines with a gentle punch. Well done on some really lovely believable acting. Everyone in this performance
had a very definite part to play as most of the cast were on stage most of the time.



